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«HHAYHEINO HE NOAEJIAELLb,
HAOO RARK-TO YHMBATBbCH»

CoBeTCcKO-aMmepmKaHCHKHMe OTHOLLEHMA
HaraHyHe HapmbcHKoro Kpmsmca

ITepuop, cepenmusbl 1950-x — Havasna 1960-X IT. cTal OOHUM U3 CAMbBIX HAIIPAMKEHHBIX
9TaIlOB B Pa3BUTHUN MeKIyHAPOLHBIX OTHOLIEHUH. 38 KOPOTKUII TPOMEXKYTOK
BpeMeHU — MeHee 10 JIeT — MUp IIepeskiyI HECKOIbKO OIIACHBIX JIOKAIbHBIX KOHPINKTOB
1 KPYTHBIX MEXKIyHapPOLHBIX KPU3HCOB. B yCIOBUAX IPOTUBOCTOSAHUS ABYX OJIOKOB —
COLIMaJINCTUYECKOTO M KallUTAJIMCTUYECKOr0 — KarKI0e U3 DTUX CTOJIKHOBEHUI MOTJIO
IIPUBECTU K KaTacTPOPUUECKUM MOCIEICTBUAM [IJI BCETO YesloBedecTBa. EMMHCTBEHHO
BO3MOJKHOM aJIbTE€pPHATUBON B JTAHHOM CIIydae ABJIAICS MTOUCK BO3SMOXKHOCTEN 171
IHajIora 1 JOCTUAKEHNUA KOMIIPOMUCCA.
[IpemcTaBUTENN CBEPXIEPKaB, HAXOOUBILINUXCA B SIULIEHTPE
koH$poHTanuu — CCCP u CIIIA, — 6e3yCcI0BHO, TOHUMAaJIX CBOIO POJIb HA MEKIYHAPOLHON
apeHe, COOTBETCTBYIOIIE OlleHUBas JIEXKABIIYI0 HA HUX OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. B 00emX cTpaHax
pa3pabaThlBaINCh BHEITHEIIONUTHYECKHE KOHIIENIINN, KOTOPbIE B IIPEICTaBIeHUN
1X aBTOPOB MOTJIM OBbI IOMOYB €C/IN He JTUKBUINPOBATD, TO XOTs OBl CITIQAUTD OCTPOE
MIPOTUBOCTOAHUE IBYX CUCTeM. OMHAKO, IIPEKIE YeM Pealn30BaTh 9TU TEOPUN
Ha IIPaKTUKe, TPEICTOSNO0 IPONTH JOITHUHN IIyTh, COCTOSBIINI 13 KOHPIMKTOB 1 MONBITOK
VX pa3pelIeHnd.
OpHOM M3 MoJoOHBIX CTPATErnii, TOBOPUBIIEH O TOM, UTO XOJIOAHAA
BOIHA 1 OTKPBITOE BOEHHOE IIPOTHUBOCTOSHNE He ABAITCSA HeU30eKHBIMU, CTajla
KOHIENINA «MUPHOTO COCYILIECTBOBAHUA», IPEJIOXKEHHAs IT1aBOi COBETCKOTO
npaBuTenbcTBa H. C. XpyieBbIiM B 1956 T. B CBOMX MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX Ty OIUIHBIX
BBICTYIUICEHUAX U Ha 3aCeLaHUAX
ITpesupguyma LIK KIICC Xpy1ies,
HEeCMOTPs Ha Hecoryacue
HEeKOTOpPBIX WieHOB LK, pa3zBuBail
U1 IOTIOJIHSJI CBOM TE3UC O TOM,

<<|_|pl/l3HaHl/le HaJT14HH1A pa3T4HHbIX

cHmCcTEeM, NMprmHaHme 3a KaablM Hapo40M

rnpaBa CamMoCTOATEJIbHO pellaTb BCe
noJimtT4ecHHe U coumalibHble BOINMpoOChI cBoer
CTpaHbl, yBaeHHne cysepeHH1TeTa U CO6J"II'O£I.€HVIG
npUyHUHMrNna HeBmMellarteribCtBa BO BHyTpeHHUHe
oena, peuweHme scex MexagyHapoOHbIX BONMpoCcoB

nyTeM NeperoBopoB — BOT, UTO MpegronaraeT

cocyujecrBoBaHHME Ha pa3yMHoP| oCHOBEe>».

H. C. Xpy1es, 1959

“THERE IS NO
OTHER WAY THAN
TO GET ALONG
TOGETHER”

Soviet-American relations ahead

of the Cuban Missile Crisis

The period from the mid-1950s till the early 1960s was one of the

most troubled times in the history of international relations. Over

a short period of time — less than 10 years — the world survived through

a number of dangerous local confrontations and larger international crises.

With two systems in place, the Socialist and Capitalist Blocs, each of those
confrontations could have led to disastrous consequences for humanity. The only
viable alternative in those circumstances was to seek opportunities for a dialog and
arrive at a compromise.

It is beyond argument that representatives of the two superpowers caught
in the thick of the conflict, the USSR and USA, understood their role in the international
arena and realized how much responsibility they had. The both countries were working
on foreign policy strategies that, in the opinion of their authors, would mitigate, if not
eradicate, the fierce standoff between the two blocs. And they both had to walk a long
way of intermittent conflicts and truces before bringing those strategies to life.

One of the strategies assuming that cold war and direct armed conflicts
were not inescapable was the peaceful coexistence concept proposed by Premier
of the Soviet Union Nikita Khrushchev in 1956. In his numerous public speeches
made in the Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee, Nikita Khrushchev developed
and expanded an idea that the Socialist and Capitalist Blocs could collaborate without
giving up on economic or cultural competition, resorting to armed force in settling conflicts

“Acknowledgment of two different systems,
recognition of every people’s right to independently
solve its social and political issues, respect

for sovereignty, non-interference in internal affairs,
and settlement of all international disputes through
negotiations are what will promote co-existence

on a reasonable foundation.”

Nikita S. Khrushchev, 1959
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«M1 Korga HaBurcna yrposa Hag Ky6ow,

TO HaluM NMoau, KoTopble 6birv Tam, MoSyHYHv NpUKas
cparkaTbCcA BMecTe C KyOHMHCHKKMM HapogdoM. [...]

BoT 31O 6paTtcKkume wyBcTBa, bpaTcKoe oTHoLueHH1e

M 6paTtcKan conuaapHocTb. BoT a1y 6paTtcryto
conmaapHOCTb U MPOoABUI Hall Hapoad K KyBHHCKoOMY
Hapoay, K ero repovdecKor 6opbbe 3a CBOIO
HEe3aBHUCHMMOCTb>.

IOTOBOPEHHOCTH 0OPMIIATINCE Yepes IIOCPeIHUYECTBO CTPaH — yIaCTHHIL
OpraHusanuy BapuiaBckoro foroBopa, To yoke B 1961 I. ObUI0 NPUHATO pelleHne
00 OKa3aHNN BOEHHOU IOMOIIY 6e3 y9acTHs TPEeTheN CTOPOHBI.

Unrencudukauusa corpynnmuuecTBa CCCP 1 KyOs! Obl1a HAIpsSAMYIO CBsI3aHa
C YXy[IIIeHHneM OTHOIIeHUH 06eux cTpaH ¢ CoequHeHHbIMU LlITaTaMu AMepuku. OTa
3aKOHOMEPHOCTb OUEBUIHO IIPOCIEKUBaEeTCs B okyMeHTax. Tak, BecHou 1960 T.
B raBaHCKOM IIOPTY IIPOMU30ILIETI B3PbIB, B OpraHU3allii KOTOPOIrO MECTHbBIE BIIAaCTH
nopospesanu CIIA. CoBeTCKOe e IIPaBUTEIbCTBO B OTBET IIPUHAIO PelleHre
00 oduIanbHOM BOCCTAHOBIEHNN UIITIOMATUYEeCKUX OTHOLIEeHNH ¢ Ky0Ool, BBICTYTIMIIO
B 3aII[UTY HE3aBUCUMOCTH pecityonuku B OOH, yBeTn4mio okazaHue BCeX BUIOB
nomo1iry. Bosee Toro, teTom 1960 I. BO BpeMs OTHOT'O U3 CBOMX IIyOINYHBIX BBICTYIINIEHUN
H. C. Xpy1es BriepBble 3a4BUII 0 TOTOBHOCTH CoBeTckoro Corosa BCeMU CUIaMU
3aIumarh Kyoy, ymoMaHyB 0 CHOCOOHOCTH COBETCKUX PaKeT IIPU HEOOXOAUMOCTH
MIPEeoIoNIeBaTh paccTosiHue 10 6eperos CIIIA.

Emre ogHUM TIepeloMHBIM MOMEHTOM cTaJl anpens 1961 ., korma Ha Kybe
ObLIa OpraHM30BaHa HeydadHasd MOMbITKA BBICAJKU JeCaHTa C LIeJIbI0 CBEPXKEeHUA
®. KacTpo. CobbrTusa Ha [1maiia-X1poH MOMEHTaIbHO IIPUOOpeIt MesKayHapogHbIN
pe30HaHC, BO MHOI'OM Onaromaps akTuBHBIM HeticTBusaM CCCP B meuaty,
B MeXKIyHAPOIHbBIX 00IIeCcTBeHHbIX opranusanusax, B OOH. [IpencraBuTtenyt COBETCKOIO
Coro3za Hanpsamyio o6BrHMIM CIIIA B opraHKu3aliuy 3TOr0 akTa arpeccryl U BBICTYIIHIIN
B 3aIIUTy KyObl, BHOBb 3aIBUB O TOTOBHOCTH BCEMU CUJIAMU U CPeICTBaMU 3allliaTh
PEBOIIOLIMOHHYIO PECILYONIUKY.

I[Tpu 5TOM B KOHQUIEHIINAIBHOU IIEpeIrCcKe
CCCP npu3bIBajl KyOMHILIEB He UATH Ha OTKPBITOE
000CTpeHUe CUTyaly, COOMIOAATE CIIOKOMCTBIE
1 OCTOPOXKHOCTD B ITyOIMYHBIX BBICTYIIEHUSX
11 OMHOBPEMEHHO yBeINYNBajl 00beMbI OKasblBaeMol Kybe
IIOMOIIIY, B TOM YMCIIe ¥ BOEHHO, BBICTYIIasl CO BCe Oosee
PennTeNbHBIMU U 00TNYNTETIbHBIMU 3aBIeHUAMU
06 anTHKybnHckoi nomutrke CIIA. B 1ienoM Ha poHe
pocTa 0611el HATPSAKeHHOCTH B oTHoIeHusAx CCCP
¢ CoenmHeHHbIMU llITaTaMU ITOMOOHbBIE 3adBICHUS
1 IeICTBUA MOITIM TPaKTOBAThCA HEOJHO3HAUHO,
COKpalllasd BO3MOYKHOCTH IJIs TAasIora
U JOCTHXKEHUA KOMIIPOMIUCCa MEXIY OBYMSA
CTpaHaMHU.

H. C. Xpymes, 1962

“And when a new threat loomed over Cuba, our
people who were there received an order to fight
together with the Cuban people. [...] This is what
we call the feeling, relations and solidarity of

a brotherhnood. And this is the solidarity we stand
in with the Cuban people and its heroic struggle
for independence.”

Nikita S. Khrushchev, 1962

intermediaries, but as soon as 1961 the Soviet Government made a decision to render
direct military assistance without involving third parties.

Increased cooperation between the USSR and Cuba was driven by poorer
relations of the two countries with the USA. This connection can be clearly seen in the
documents. In the spring of 1960, French freighter La Coubre exploded in the harbor of
Havana. The local authorities suspected the United States of organizing the explosion.

In response, the Soviet Government made a decision to resume diplomatic relations with
Cuba, spoke up for its independence in the United Nations and increased all kinds of aid
provided to the country. Making one of his public speeches in the summer of 1960, Nikita
Khrushchev said for the first time that the Soviet Union was prepared to defend Cuba in
every way and mentioned that Soviet missiles could reach the American shores if needed.

Another pivotal moment was April 1961 when a failed attempt was made to
invade Cuba with the aim of overthrowing Castro’s government. The Bay of Pigs invasion
caused an international outcry, mostly thanks to the efforts made by the USSR in media,
international organizations and the United Nations. The USSR directly blamed the USA
for that act of aggression and spoke out in support of Cuba, having once again declared
its determination to defend the revolutionary republic in every way and by every means.

In confidential exchanges, though, the USSR urged the Cubans to avoid direct
conflict and be calm and cautious in public statements. At the same time, the Soviet
Union increased aid, including military assistance, to Cuba and made more categorical,
more accusatory declarations about the anti-Cuban policy of the United States. Taking
into account the overall tensions between the USA and the USSR, such declarations
and actions could be interpreted ambiguously, lessening the possibility of dialog and
compromise between the two countries.
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Samucka B LIK KIICC oT MUHUCTpa MHOCTPAHHBIX
mern CCCP A. A. TpoMBIKO U MUHHUCTpPA BHEITHEN
Toprosnu CCCP H. C. [TaTonnyeBa 0 IpUOBITUN
B MOCKBY KyOMHCKOW MUCCUU

3 dexabps 1960
PrAHMW. ®. 3. Or. 12. [1. 821. J1. 118

Memo to the CPSU Central Committee from
Minister of Foreign Affairs A. A. Gromyko and
Minister of Foreign Trade N. S. Patolichev
regarding the arrival of the Cuban mission in
Moscow

December 3,1960

Russian State Archive of Contemporary History

110 111

[Moctanosnenue LK KIICC «O MeponpuaTUax
B cBsA3U ¢ mpebbiBaHueM B CCCP mpaBUTeNbCTBEHHON
SKOHOMHUYeckoi Muccuu Pecry6nuku Kyba Bo rinase
¢ DpHecTo I'eBapa»

7 0exabps 1960
PrAHM. &. 3. On. 12. Al 821. /1. 117

Resolution of the CPSU Central Committee
“On measures to be taken in connection with the
visit of the Cuban government economic mission
headed by Ernesto Guevara”

December 7,1960

Russian State Archive of Contemporary History

«KYBA — JIFOBOBb MOA»
COBETCKO-RYBHMHCHKHWE OTHOLLEHMA
HAKAHYHE KAPMBECHKOIOo KPU3MCA

<
BcTpeua KyOHHCKOTO PEBOTIOLIMOHHOTO
mearens OpHecTo e I'eBapa
B asporopTy BHyKoBO
Mockea. Hosbpb 1960
®omozpa¢ B. Hockos
domoxporuka TACC
PrAK®L. 1-114993

Ernesto Che Guevara
at the Vnukovo Airport
Moscow, November 1960
Photographer V. Noskov
TASS News Agency photo reports

Russian State Documentary Film
and Photo Archive

[TepBEIil 3aMECTUTEND ITpeiceaTersd
Cosera Munuctpos CCCP A. 1. MuxkoaH
(1-11 cneBa), mpeangeHT HalllioHaIbHOTO
6anka Kyorr DpHecTo Ye T'eBapa
(1-71 cripaBa), MUHUCTP PEBOJIOIIMOHHBIX
BOOpPYsKeHHBIX cui Kybs! Payne Kactpo
(3-11 cripaBa) 1 COIPOBOKAAIONINE UX T
BO BpeMs IIeperoBopoB B BompuioM
KpemmeBckoM gBOpIE

Mocksa. 1960
®omozpa¢ B. Hockos
®omomeka CosuHdpopmbIopo
PrAK®L,. 0-379004

“CUBA, MY LOVE”

SOVIET-CUBAN RELATIONS AHEAD

OF THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

First Deputy Chairman of the USSR
Council of Ministers Anastas Mikoyan
(1st on the left), President of the National
Bank of Cuba Ernesto Guevara (Ist on the
right), Minister of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces Raul Castro Ruz (3rd on the right)
and their attendants during negotiations
in the Grand Kremlin Palace

Moscow, 1960
Photographer V. Noskov
Photo archive of the Soviet Information Bureau
Russian State Documentary Film and Photo Archive

Ye I'eBapa 1 H. C. Xpy1es
B Kpemie
1960

YacTtHaa Konnexkumsa

Che Guevara and Nikita,
Khrushchev in the Kremlin
1960

Private collection
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OcTaHKU COMTOro Hafl KyOMHCKON TeppUTOpUen
aMepUKaHCKOTo camoreTa Y-2
27 oxmsabps 1962

M3 HacTHOM KomnneKLmm1

Debris from U-2 aircraft shot down over Cuba
October 27,1962

Private collection

Cooburenne pesnneHTypel KI'E CCCP u3 laBaHb
00 yJ9aCTUBIINXCA MTOJIETaX aMEPUKAHCKUX
camoseToB Haj Ky6oi

27 okmsbps 1962
ApxmB CBP Poccun. N2 5605/273

Message from the KGB station in Havana about more
frequent flights of American planes over Cuba

October 27,1962
Archive of the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian
Federation

«PABHOBECHWE CTPAXA» “BALANCE OF FEAR”
OMEPALIMA «<AHAOBLIPb» M KAPUBECHKWM KPHU3UC OPERATION ANADYR AND CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

CoobuieHne 1718 KOMaHAYOIIEero TPYIINoi COBETCKUX BOMCK
Ha Kyb6e V. A. IInueBa ¢ 3alIpeToM IPUMEHATD AePHOE OpYsKIe
6e3 caHKIMK MOCKBBL
27 oxmsabps 1962
PrAHM. ®. 3. On. 65. [. 906. 1. 2

Message for Commander of the Soviet troops in Cuba, General
Issa Pliyev, banning the use of nuclear weapons without
explicit instructions from Moscow

October 27,1962

Russian State Archive of Contemporary History

Coo01eHue 17151 KOMaHIYIONETo TPYIIION COBETCKUX BOMCK
Ha Ky6e V. A. [TnueBa B CBA3U CO COMTHIM aMEPHUKAHCKUM
CaMOJIeTOM

28 oxmabps 1962
PFAHW. ®. 3. On. 65. . 906. J1. 4

Message for Commander of the Soviet troops in Cuba, General
Issa Pliyev, in connection with the downing of the American
plane

October 28,1962

Russian State Archive of Contemporary History

Hoxnannada 3anucka B LK KIICC H. C. XpymeBy 0T MUHHCTPA
o6oponbr CCCP P.fA. ManuHoBcKoro o coutom Hap Kyboi
aMepUKaHCKOM CaMOJIeTe

27 oxkmsbps 1962
LLA MO. &. 16a. On. 3753. . 1. J1. 8

Memo to the CPSU Central Committee and Nikita Khrushchev
from USSR Minister of Defense Rodion Malinovsky about the
American plane shot down over Cuba

October 27,1962

Central Archives of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation
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